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training for even the most ordinary artisans which does not require a longer period for them to become proficient in their work, than is generally given to the study of art. This is a positive fact which it is time to change, otherwise degeneration will be the penalty.
Students who receive scholarships should be chosen with great discrimination, so as to push forward, by increasing the length of the studies, only those who by their aptitudes are likely to honour the nation from which they receive encouragement. In this way one would shield from a life of misery those who have not the aptitude necessary to become superior in any branch of art. Better let them be good artisans, certain to live by their work and who would be excellent auxiliaries to those better gifted by nature. Thjere is no reason why these should not perfect their taste by the study of drawing and of modelling, but such studies should not be allowed to interrupt their career; for in being lured away from it for some years, and having aspired to higher aims, which they do not fcel the impossibility of reaching, they will at last lose the desire to return to their first trade, and will strive all their lives against misery without any chance of success.
These reservations being made, 1 wish, before closing these pages, to pay a hi^h tribqte to the seriousness with